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Dear Appleview Families,

It is hard to believe that it is already February, and that we are more
than half-way through the 2009-2010 school-year. One of the
highlights at Appleview during the month of February is Positive
Awareness Week (PAW) which will run February 1-12. This event
focuses on helping students to not only care more about
themselves, but to recognize the impact of caring for

others. Students will participate in a variety of activities around the
concepts of being Connected, feeling Capable and being a
Contributor. It is our hope the emphasizing these three building
blocks of self-esteem will assist students in making healthy
choices. Another significant piece of PAW is lessons in substance
abuse prevention. In addition to the events surrounding PAW, we
will also be celebrating our district value of Positive Humor.

It is a great time to be a student at Appleview Elementary, and to
be learning and growing at Sparta Area Schools. Thank you again
for being a part of our family and for allowing us to be a part of
yours.

Your Administrative Team,

Mr. V and Ms. Zeerip

Mark your Calendar
Feb. 1-12 Positive Awareness Weeks (PAW)
Feb. 5 Progress Reports go home
Feb. 3-7 Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
Presented by Sparta Community Theatre
Feb. 8 PTC General Meeting @ 6:15 p.m.
Feb. 9 SEF Fundraiser
Feb. 10 Michigan Official 2nd Count Day
Feb. 12 Valentine Celebration 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Feb. 15 Mid-Winter Break (No School)
Feb. 18 Parent/Teacher Conference-
Book Fair 9:00 a.m.d 7:00 p.m.
Feb.19 Book Fair 8:00 a.m.d 3:00 p.m.
Feb 20 Mother/Son Griffin Event
Feb. 22 Parent/Teacher Conference
Book Fair 9:00 a.m.d 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 22-26 Wacky Week of Winter
Mar. 6 Daddy/Daughter Dance

Positive Awareness Weeks

February 1-12

Have you discussed the problems of alcohol and drug abuse with
your child? Do they know
Positive Awareness Weeks would be a great opportunity to discuss
these issues with your child at home. We will be discussing the
dangers of tobacco, alcohol, and drug abuse. We will also be
helping students build on their strengths by teaching them to be
aware of how they are capable, how they connect to others or
belong, and how they can contribute to the welfare of others.

Students from Sparta High School will present a skit and discussion
during PAW to help students refuse alcohol as they grow

oldler. Members of the Kent Count
our students as well. Throughout the two weeks, students will be
working on activities which support our theme, whole-hearted kids.

Snowmobile Safety Course

D.N.R. snowmobile safety course set for Monday and Wednesday
February 1 and 3 from 6-9 p.m. The class takes place at Kent
County Sheriff Department, 701 Ball Avenue, NE, Grand Rapids.
Registration taken at 616-632-6237, MUST pre-register. No cost
to attend. Parents are welcome to attend with their child.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

We invite you to schedule to
conference, on Thursday, February 18 or Monday, February 22.
Teachers will send home an invitation for you to schedule a time.

Pl ease plan to meet witkandou
information on his/her school progress.

February is Black History Month

This month in particular, we remember the stories of those who
have helped to build our Nation and advance the cause of freedom
and civil rights. We remember the bravery of the soldiers of the
54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment and the sailors of the USS
MASON in service to our country. We remember those who
marched on Washington, sat at whites-only lunch counters, and
walked rather than use segregated buses. And we remember those,

@ Mc Do n aknown only to each of us, who helped to build our families, places

of worship, and communities.
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Valentine Information

On Friday, February 12, Valentine Parties will begin at 1:30 and
end promptly at 2:30. It is important that the parties end on time to
ensure that our buses can get into the parking lot. Parent party
helpers may enter classrooms to set up at 1:15 p.m.

Wacky Week of Winterd February 221 26
Appleview looks forward to interrupting the winter doldrums with

our annual Wacky Week of Winter, February 22 thru 26. We invite
all students and staff to

Monday- Hat and Shades Day

Tuesday- Sports/College Day wear items like Jerseys, college
clothing to show favorite team or sport.

Wednesday- MisMatch/Backwards/Crazy Hair Day

Thursday- Superhero Dayi Dress like your favorite super hero or
create your own. (maybe tie in Language Arts and make a writing
piece out of it)

Fridayi Spartan Wear Day

PTC News

The PTC (Parent Teacher Committee) is a committee of parents and
teachers supporting the education and parent involvement of our
kids. This is a great way to meet other parents and bridge
communication between parents, teachers and school staff. Come,
get involved.

PTC Meeting I High School Media Center
Monday, February 8, 6:15-7:15 p.m.

PTC Fundraisers
1 Clipping General Mills Box Tops is an EASY and profitable
fundraiser. Please turn them in at White, Ridgeview and
Appleview.

i We
bag.

also collect used ink

Children Learn What They Live
If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn.
If children live with hostility, they learn to fight.
If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive.
If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty.
If children live with tolerance, they learn to be patient.
If children live with encouragement, they learn to be confident.
If children live with praise, they learn to appreciate.
If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves.
If children live with acceptance, they learn to find love in the world.
If children live with sharing, they learn to be generous.

Dorothy L. Nolte
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Fun in Sparta

SEF Fundraisers

The Sparta Education Foundation invites you to dine at our local
Mc Donal ddés restaurant, the
percentage of each dThininaayedys
way to support
McDonal déds that Tuesday!
Also, plan to form a team and get ready for loads of bowling fun.
Retro-Bowl, March 27, 2010. More information to follow.

Ice Skating

The Village of Sparta wants you to know that the Ice Skating Rink
is open in Balyeat Field (behind Rogers Hardware). | t 6 s a
perfectly functional rink, free to the public and maintained by
volunteers. Visitors just need to bring their own skates!

Sparta Youth Production Company Presents the 2010
spring productionof Fi nd b b ar r bwsElidtBuBgkbrt e r
Performances will be Thursday-Saturday, March 11-13 in the high
school auditorium. If you have any questions, please contact Mr.
Oudbier at Appleview Elementary @ 887-7506 Ext. 4154. Tickets
available at the door.

Sparta Community Theatre presents the hit musical

Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
Wednesday, February 3 at 7:30pm
Thursday, February 4 at 7:30pm

Friday, February 5 at 7:30pm
Saturday, February 6 at 2:00pm & 7:30pm
Sunday, February 7 at 2:00pm

All performances at Sparta High School Auditorium

Reserved Tickets:

call 887-7505 ext 2902 Adults $7.50 Students/seniors $7.00 ($2
handling charge per order)

Tickets available at the door of each performance.

This is a very funny family musical!!
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News from Art, Music and P.E.
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Art News - Mrs. Ballard-887-7506 Ext. 4121
Have you taken a drive to downtown, Sparta? | 61 | bet you could not help but smile
are hanging from the lamp posts. I am so proud and very excited to tell you that we painted them in the art room!! What an ex-
perience it was for all to work on such a huge project! Almost every student at Appleview had a hand in designing , decorating
and painting the cheerful hats and faces, with permanent, acrylic paints. Eighty snowman faces, all with different personalities,
were painted just like the 3™, 4™ and 5™ graders that painted them. When we were finished I took a lot of fun, crazy pictures of
kids posing as filepicoumsrre langisgtinuhd lalh dutsid® 6f the art room.
Helping students and downtown Sparta color their world,
Mrs. Sandie Ballard

Music Newsd Mrs. Friederichsd 8871 7506 Ext. 4111

This month in music class, your child wil!l be experwvilencin
be moving to music in the form of dance, and wil|l be | ear
wi || continue our Song of the Week and highlight wvarious

class will be learning new melodies and enjoying some familiar ones, moving our bodies to different types of music, and playing
our Boom whackers and drums. The fifth grade students will be enjoying a combination of these activities, but will also begin
preparation for our music program! This year, the fifth grade program will be held on Thursday, March 25, at 7:00 p.m. in the
Ridgeview gym. Please join us to celebrate these students and their wonderful abilities!

I sincerely enjoy teaching your kids. They are each gifted in their own unique way and I am privileged to work with them every

day. I hope you and yours have a wonderful, safe February!

Gym Shorts T Mr. Diebold 887-7506 Ext. 4108

February in the gym finds students involved in an assortm
strengthening one of our most i mportant muscles we haveéo



