
 Dear Appleview Family, 

 

Each year, our March calendar has a number of similar 

highlights.  One of those is our March is Reading Month 

Celebration.   As is always the case, the month will feature an 

additional  daily focus for reading engagement and a concerted 

effort to even further instill a love of reading in our students.  As 

part of reading month, the elementary PTC is hosting a RIF related 

assembly for all of our students on March 16.  Author Denise 

Brennan-Nelson is a multi-award winning children's book author 

and motivational speaker.  Books she has written include; Penny 

The Forgotten Coin, which traces one penny's journey through 

history; Grady the Goose, a story about a young one who strays a 

little too far away from the family and learns the hard way that one 

is the loneliest number; and Someday is Not a Day of the Week, a 

touching story about making time for what is really important in 

life.  She also authored Willow, which was chosen the Most 

Outstanding Children's Book for 2009 by the Executive Committee 

of the Mom's Choice Awards. 

 

 Additional March events include a close to our second trimester 

(March 12), the dissemination of report  cards (March 19) and our 

5th grade music program (March 25).  Finally, school related events 

are planned for this month, including the Daddy-Daughter Dance 

(March 6), and Retro Bowl  (March 27).   

 

It’s a busy month, with much to look forward to and much to get 

done.  We invite you to take time to visit the library this month, or 

share a special book with your child, and let her/him  know how 

reading has impacted your life.  Thank you again, for being a part of 

the Appleview family.  

 

Kris Vydareny, Principal 

Marialyce Zeerip, Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

March Calendar 

Mar. 12  Spartan Idol-Application deadline 

  End of 2nd Trimester 

Mar. 15   4th grade Lansing trip with Mr. Davis and 

  Mrs. Singleton  

Mar. 16  RIF  distribution/Thank you PTC 

Mar. 17  St. Patrick’s Day/Wear your green!  

  4th grade Lansing trip with Mrs. Davis, 

  Ms. Rykse and Mrs. Vanderhyde 

Mar. 19  Report Cards go home 

Mar. 22, 23, 25 Spartan Idol  

   

Mar. 25  5th Grade Music Program @ Ridgeview 

  4th grade Lansing trip with Mrs. Miller 

  and Mr. Shuneson    

Mar. 27  Retro Bowl–Sparta Lanes-Support your school! 

   

  

 

 

Kris Vydareny,  Principal 

Marialyce Zeerip, Assistant Principal March  2010 

Items of Interest 

Sparta Youth Presents  

 
Drama Announcement…. 

The Sparta Middle School Production Company presents Findbharr’s 

Daughter  on Thursday, March 10 and Friday, March 11@ 7:30 p.m. and 

Saturday, March 12 @ 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. in the high school Auditorium.   

Come witness the tale of Katie, a typical teenage Tooth Fairy, who rebels 

against her father and doesn’t want to join the Tooth Fairy Troop.  Instead 

she wants to spread her ―wings‖ and see what else life has in store for her.  

In her quest she meets Max, a young human who dreams of someday fly-

ing high above the clouds.  Trouble arises when Katie is taken prisoner by 

the troll troop who also inhabit this strange land.  Will Max and Katie’s 

friends be able to rescue her from this evil band of trolls?  Come travel 

with us to the enchanted world of Findberra to find out.   Tickets are $7.00 

for adults and $5.00 for students/seniors.  Advanced tickets can be pur-

chased by calling 887-7506 Ext. 1353. 

Daddy Daughter Dance  
Saturday, March 6,  from 7:00—9:00 p. m. at Sparta High School.    Raffle 

tickets for ―Lanie‖ the American Girl doll of 2010 will be sold at the door 

(tickets are $1.00). The photographer will begin pictures at  6:30 p.m.  

This event is sold out.  

 

Spartan Idol 

Spartan Idol begins March 22 @ Sparta High School.  If selected by the 

audience as a winner, contestants will perform for a second evening on 

March 23 and possibly a third evening on March 25.  Spartan  Idol is a 

fundraising event hosted by the Drama Department for the purpose of 

raising funds to support the arts at Sparta High School. Information and  

registration forms are available in the  school office.  

 

Lunch Account Balances 

Student meal account balances can now be checked online through Power-

school.  Parents will need the login ID and password for each of their stu-

dents in the district.  Parents can follow the link to Powerschool on the 

district web site -www.spartaschools.org.  The balance will be listed under 

the dollar sign.  This balance will be as of midnight and will be updated 

nightly.  A parent can also sign up for low balance alerts under ―email 

alerts.‖ 

 

5th Grade Music Program 

Please come and enjoy our 5th graders last elementary music performance.   

The music program will be held at Ridgeview Elementary on Thursday,  

March 25,  at 7:00. p.m.    

 

 



PTC News 

 Submarine Sandwich Pre-Sale will begin this month.         

Watch for more details coming home in Friday folders very 

soon.  

 Reserve a spot on your calendar for Family Fun Festival on 

Saturday, April 24th from 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  It’s going 

to be a great day!  More information will be coming home 

soon.  

 If you have purchased Daddy/Daughter Dance tickets for 

March 6th and are not able to attend, please call the PTC at 

887-7506 Ext 3506.  We have other families on our waiting 

list that would love the chance to purchase your tickets.  

Thank you. 
 

Sparta Education Foundation 

Retro Bowl  2010 
Are you  looking for a good time for a good cause?  Come bowl 

with us on Saturday, March 27,  9-11 a.m., 11-1 p.m., and 3-5 

p.m. as we raise funds to support projects and ―extras‖ for 

students in Sparta schools. 

 

It’s the 9th annual bowl-a-thon at Sparta Lanes, sponsored as a 

fund-raiser by the Sparta Education Foundation.   

 

Sign-up forms are available in school offices and will be coming 

home with elementary students.  Fees to bowl cover two games 

of bowling, shoe rental, popcorn, pop and raffle chances.  

 

Sign-up on your own and we’ll find you a team.  Make up a team 

(up to 5 members) and bowl together.  Either way...come have 

fun and help us raise funds for Sparta kids! 

 

Friendly Reminder  
Please make sure students are properly dressed for the weather.  

Boots are a must until spring.    Even if we do not have snow, the 

grounds are muddy and wet.  Students not wearing boots must 

stay on the blacktop.  Snow gear is to be worn if students are to 

play in the snow.  All children attend outside recess unless we 

receive a  doctor’s excuse.  

  
Also, if you have an end of day message for your student, please 

call the office by 2:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

If I Had My Child to Raise Over Again 
If I had my child to raise all over again, 

I’d build self-esteem first, and the house later. 

I’d finger-paint more, and point the finger less. 

I would do less correcting and more connecting.  

I’d take my eyes off my watch, and watch with my eyes. 

I would care to know less and know to care more. 

I’d take more hikes and fly more kites. 

I’d stop playing serious, and seriously play. 

I would run through more fields and gaze at more stars. 

I’d do more hugging and less tugging. 

I’d see the oak tree in the acorn more often 

I would be first less often, and affirm much more. 

I’d model less about the love of power,  

And more about the power of love. 

 
Diane Loomans 

 

 

 

 

 

SPARTA AREA SCHOOLS 

KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP FOR THE 

"CLASS OF 2023ò 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 18 - Round Up Meeting for 

 PARENTS ONLY at 9:00 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. at Ridgeview 

Elementary. 

 

At this meeting you will: 

 

 Learn about Sparta Schools and our Kindergarten pro-

gram. 

 Begin Enrollment in Sparta Area Schools.  Schedule a 

Screening Appointment for your child. 

 

Please bring your child’s: 

 

 Birth Certificate (Official county or state certificate 

only) 

 Up to date shot record 

 Proof of Residency  

 Social Security Number 

 

Any questions please contact Lisa at 887-8218. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from Art, Music and P.E. 

 
   

 

 

 Art  

Mrs. Ballardï 887-7506 Ext. 4121 

 

In February, we traced a template, designed, decorated, cut, folded, glued and learned how to curl ribbon for this year’s Valentine 

holders- or as some of the boys called them, ―their man bags‖!!! 

 

Fifth graders listened to music played by the Grand Rapids Symphony as they let the art work ―flow‖ out of them.  This was a 

three week project and at first I had my doubts, but the artwork turned out beautifully!  (Oh the wonder of glitter paints… just 

adds a little pizzazz!!)  The students will be able to see some of their art work flash on screen when they go to see the symphony 

play!!  How exciting!  I also have some on display in the lobby, by the office.  

 

I am so excited, I am receiving a grant from our wonderful Sparta Education Foundation for an Elmo projector for the art 

room!  Instead of having all the students crowd around me to watch how to do something, they will now be able to work right 

along with me, from their seats, following my ―giant teacher hands‖ as I demonstrate what to do with the help of the Elmo 

projector! 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 Music  

 Mrs. Friederichsð887-7506  Ext. 4111 

 

Hello and Happy March! I am excited to remind you that our fifth graders have their annual concert this month on Thursday, 

March 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the Ridgeview gym. We will be singing, dancing, and keeping time, and we hope to get your toes 

tapping, too! More details will be coming home soon, please watch your child’s Friday folder. 

Our third and fourth graders will also be ―groovin’‖ this month to our weekly ―Song of the Week‖, and will be learning several 

new melodies, both on our class instruments and with our personal instruments, our voices! We will also continue exploring 

movement and music. 

 I hope you have a great month!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education 

  Mr. Diebold 887-7506 Ext. 4108 

 

March in the gym finds students involved in many different activities.  Tag games like ―sharks and minnows‖ and ―Pac Man Tag 

will be played.  Third grade is learning a new game called ―Nuk Em‖… a throwing and catching game of Volleyball. 

 

March Madness of course means basketball.  We will be doing many different activities that include the use of basketballs.  

Lightning, 3 on 3 games, and  sideline basketball are all activities we will be playing. 

 

Students did a great job of strengthening their hearts during the month of February.  Students did a variety of activities to raise 

their heart rate. 


